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New Assistant Principal at BRHS
By: Bradly Oulton

This year, we have a brand new vice principal, 

Mrs. Miner! This comes directly after our previous 

principal, Ms Schalk transferred over to the D.O. 

(District Office, which is that big green building outside 

this school). 

This is crucial to know because, well, she is our 

vice principal. Mrs. Miner may be new to this school in 

terms of being in that position here, but she already has 

experience in the principal field!

Mrs. Miner was a principal at Kasigluk, so this 

isn’t exactly some new track she’s on. This is also her 

10th year in the school field, after already being an 

assistant principal. 

In fact, she’s already familiar with Alaska, since 

she attended UAA to study early childhood education, 

special education, and administration.  She also attended 

Penn State. When asked if she plans on going anywhere, 

she responded, “I see this as my endgame.” We all hope 

you have the best experience in this great school Mrs. 

Miner!

Mrs. Alicia Miner is the new Vice Principal at BRHS! 
Photo by Bradly Oulton.

Where are all the computers?
By: Rebecca Samuelson

Have you noticed that there aren’t any 1 to 1 
laptops for the students at BRHS? There are roughly 350 
high school students and 210 junior high students. 
According to Dr. Boyer, there are about 102 laptops 
available and approximately 100 Ipads 

In many classes laptops are a necessity and 
teachers are having to find different ways to teach their 
classes. Students need laptops for various reasons, such 
as typing essays, Google Classroom activities/ Google 
slides, and communication.  Laptops are very useful at 
BRHS. 

According to Dr. Boyer, “One reason we are not 
having 1 to 1 laptops is that 82 students broke or lost 
their computers, and they are not back yet. This year we 
are not having 1 to 1s.”  

 Dr. Boyer also said, “This year the struggles are 
that the apple computers are run off codes. The student 
code for the Ipads and the computers did not match with 
the JAMF server. Superintendent Walker and the TAI 
department for the school district met with Apple and 
they are trying to solve the problem.”

There are some laptops in the school for teachers 
to share. The B wing now has about 60 computers for 
over 200 students who have classes there every day. 
Also, Mr. Carlson and Mr. Lindley have approximately 
25 to 30 laptops each. These are for students taking 
online classes and using electronic math textbooks. Even 
though our school is short on laptops, students are still 
managing to get their school work completed.  

Empty computer carts in the BRHS lobby area.  Photo by Warrior 
Weekly Staff.



XC boys and girls team travel to Anchorage 
for ACS Meet
by Jarvis Evans
Photos by Coach Patrick Williams

The Bethel Warrior High school cross country 

team traveled to Anchorage September 5-6th  to compete 

in the ACS meet. 

Both boys and girls ran a 3k around the lake next 

to ACS. The racers were awarded by grade level and 

overall. Thomas Phelan, who placed 5th for juniors and 

8th for juniors/seniors, finished first for the Bethel boys. 

Jamin Crow, who came close and finished 10th in the 

junior/senior race, said, “The team did great overall! 

Everyone picked up the pace fast and finished strong.” 

Although the girls team did not have any placers, 

they still ran as hard as they could and completed the 

race. Bethel Warrior cross country runner, Gabby 

Fredericks, said, “It was a fast and fun race, I thought the 

team did great and the track was easy.” Come cheer on 

our Bethel Warriors this weekend on our home course! If 

you see our cross country runners, make their day and tell 

them good job for showing others what our school is 

made of! 

BRHS Cross Country team enjoys  some down time in Anchorage, 
Alaska. From left:  Josh Putikka, Tyler Laraux, Gabby Fredericks, 
Lindsey Beans-Polk, Samuel Beans-Polk, Billy Howell, and Kaeli 
Amik. 

Second from left: Jamin Crow, pacing himself on his way to the finish 
line. 

Right: Gabby 
Fredericks and 
Kaeli Amik run 
along the lake 
next to ACS. 

Left: BRHS runner, Katherine Small, races along the water to the finish!
 Right: Junior, Thomas Phelan poses with his 5th place medal. 



Volleyball girls travel to Nikiski
by Ava Lieb

This past weekend, the varsity volleyball team 

traveled to Nikiski for a volleyball tournament. They 

played Mount Edgecumbe, Nikiski, Kenai, and Grace 

Christian. They beat Grace Christian, but lost to some 

tough teams and came out in 5th place.

“We’re a young team who’s still learning as we 

go,” Coach Dorris explained. “The future looks bright for 

our young team.”  Middle hitter, Jordan Wheeler, also 

said, “I think that we started working together towards 

the end, and I’m excited to see what happens next week.” 

The girls had some ideas on how to improve for 

next weekend, and senior, Racquel Slim said, “We can 

improve by talking to each other during the game, 

moving more, and getting hyped.”

After the Nikiski tournament, they headed to 

Valdez to play another tournament, playing ten other 

teams. Their upcoming games are here in Bethel next 

weekend on 9/27-9/28. They will be playing the 

Nome-Beltz Nanooks. Come and support your Lady 

Warriors!!!

Warrior volleyball team faces off against Nikiski last weekend.  
Photo by Ava Lieb.

Above: Bryn Garrison and Ava Lieb going up to block the opposing 
team’s hit.  Below: Leah Sosa goes up for the kill.
Photos by Mr. Ryan Wheeler.

From left: Bryn Garrison, Ava Lieb, Felicia Daniel, Leah Sosa, Canaar 
Charlie, Racquel Slim, Jordan Wheeler.
Photo by Coach Marie Dorris.



No need to fear, our new safety officer is here
by Kahliel Martin

This year Mr. Hannah took on the job of keeping 

the school a safe learning environment. 

Mr. Hannah has had years of training and even 

got advanced training in New York. This year will be his 

5th year in the security workfield, but before becoming a 

safety officer he was a salesman and before that he was a 

pastor! 

Mr. Hannah’s job at this school is to ensure 

everyone’s safety, investigate incidents if needed, and 

keep the school caught up on drills. The school has had a 

safety officer in the past, but after last year, the district 

decided we needed one. According to Mr. Hannah, “I 

plan to work here for at least two years, but probably 

longer, I really like it here.” 

New mural in the Lobby
by Chloe Jones

During moose break three teachers and three 
students worked together on a wing mural in the lobby. 
They wanted to add more art to the school and brighten 
up the space.

They wanted to create something that made 
people happy, feel some inspiration  and would also 
enhance the lobby. Annie Coggins said she “hopes people 
see it and, it makes them smile.”

The artists chose to paint wings to symbolize a 
“lifting you up” in a feel good positive type of way. The 
mural is an interactive art piece, with paper feathers that 
you can write your hopes and goals on for the year. You 
can then add your feather to the wings. Shellie explained 
that “The feathers represent being better together.”

Mr. Daniel Hannah helps keep BRHS 
a safe place for students.  

Mural painted by Julie McWilliams, Shellie Leary, Margaret 
Hannah, Annie Coggins, Enoch Cai and Dillon Crace.

Homeroom is Back Again. WHY?
by Annmarie George

Homeroom takes place every Wednesday in 
teachers’ classrooms. However, students from the Ready 
Academy are in the JROTC room. During homeroom, 
students are able to finish their assignments to help them 
pass classes.

 Dr. Boyer said, “Homeroom was brought back 
because some students were struggling to pass classes. 
Parents were requesting it back.” He also said, “It helps 
build school pride and character education.”
      Some students of BRHS say that having homeroom is 
better as a class period because they are able to get things 
done and be more focused on their work.    



New classes at BRHS
by Romel Dela Cruz

With the start of another 
school year, a few new things 
were added to BRHS. Along with 
new teachers, these additions 
includes some new classes. 

For this fall, classes 
include Anatomy and Physiology which is scheduled as 
an Option 2 Blended Learning and is taught by Ms. 
Bacus. Mr. Taylor teaches Intro to Engineering, Patrick 
Williams teaches Broadcasting and Critical Media 
Literacy as well as poetry next semester. And Mr. Hadley 
teaches Exploring Careers and Education Internship, 
which was offered last year as well.

These new classes offer more opportunities for 
students to participate in different activities. Bradly 
Oulton, who is taking Broadcasting and Critical Media 
Literacy with Patrick Williams, said “It’s thrilling having 
the opportunity to be part of a new class. It’s fun getting 
to work with electronics and I heard we’ll get to use 
drones at some point.”

The new classes also offer a wider variety of class 
choices. Mrs. Foust said “I think [the new classes] give 
more options for electives and it’s nice to have choices of 
things that you’re interested in.” Along with new 
teachers, the new classes offer a bit of change to BRHS.

New schedule and year long classes
by Troy Stuart aka LiL KEN!

With a fresh start to the school year there is a new 

schedule that even includes classes that span throughout 

the whole school year. Sometimes adding confusion, it’s 

a new change for BRHS that’s supposed to help the 

system and teachings.

The schedule has seemed to change every new 

school year now, but this year seems to have a 

significance. Last year it was all the classes throughout 

the whole week, but this year it’s a little different. We 

have all our classes on Monday and Friday, but on 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday they are divided with 

different periods. When fellow BRHS student Dre’ 

Hoffman was asked about the new schedule change and 

classes  he said, “It’s weird, but I’ve been on time for my 

classes.” He followed with, “I think it was better having 

blocked classes rather than having year long classes, but 

it still feels the same.” 

f you’re still having trouble adjusting to the new 

schedule, just look in either wing to see the schedule 

hanging on the wall. 

Bethel Regional High School Schedule
2019-2020



Math Classes
by Ray’nell Watson

There are many math classes available for 
students at BRHS. These classes include Algebra 1, 
Geometry, Algebra 2, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, and 
Trigonometry. Taking math classes in high school is 
essential for your future.

Students believe that math is fun and beneficial 
for their lives. Erin Kim said, “Math is important because 
you learn certain skills that help prepare you for your 
future.” According to www.voanews.com , in a survey 
done in 2016 by Pew Research Center, 53% of women 
and 62% of men reported to like math class. Greta 
Whitney stated, “I enjoy that math always has a straight 
answer. That math can always be right or wrong, not 
both. It’s simple to understand and once you do, you can 
have fun with it.” Take a math class in high school to 
better prepare you for your future.

Bacus anatomically corrects students
by Marlon Chingliak-Elukak

This school year a new class is being offered by 

Ms. Bacus. Anatomy and Physiology is an advanced 

medical course focused on the human form and how it 

works. There are a number of students taking the class 

either through requisition or being assigned the class.

 I spoke with Ms. Bacus who had a lot to say 

about the class. “This is my 3rd year teaching the class 

but the first year I only had ready students and now I 

have more students than books. I took this class in high 

school and my college professor noticed a difference in 

knowledge between myself and those who haven’t taken 

the class. I am most excited to teach a bunch of students 

Anatomy and Physiology. I feel it will give them a good 

understanding of the medical field. This year we will be 

dissecting sheep hearts, lungs, kidneys, and the pluck. 

Sheep organs are similar to ours and roughly the same 

size. We will also be dissecting cow eyes because they 

are larger and give a good view of all the different 

functions of the eye.” 

The class itself is a whole elective credit and 

gives you a broad understanding of the human body and 

its functions. It is full of good prep for those looking to 

get into the medical field. 

Mr. Carlson runs the language classes this 
school year
By Delen Hooper

A lot of the classes are a bit different this year. 
Last year, Mr.Carlson taught two classes, which were 
band and choir. Well now, he’s teaching an online class, 
band, and choir.

“The class time teaching is actually an online 
programs class and most of the students are taking a 
college level self elective,” Mr.Carlson said. The students 
are learning off of an online college program. They are 
able to learn many different languages, but the majority 
of the class is learning German and Spanish. Erin Kim, a 
senior at BRHS, said,” I think it is more difficult because 
there isn’t an actual teacher teaching.” With a laugh, she 
said,”But I also find it appealing that we get to go at our 
own pace to teach ourselves.” If you’d like to try out 
something new, I’m sure this class is just for you!



What I’ve learned  in school
by Sean Lupie

In Bethel, I have learned many new things. 
Welding is good, we can make something like a table and 
a cabinet, but my favorite class is wood shop. We can 
make anything, like a house or maqii.  In this woodshop 
class they use math to build things. Welding and 
woodshop can get us to a better job. 

In health class I learned about bullying and how 
to stop bullying in school. In this writing class we can be 
better writers, so we can write a paper and other types of 
writing. In Bethel I’m trying my best in all the classes so 
I can learn more things.

Living in the dorm is fun. And we can have fun 
with friends and meet new people from other places.  
Sometimes I get home sick, but I force myself to finish 
the semester. The dorm rules are curfew at 8:30 in the 
school week, and weekend are at 10:00, and lights out at 
10:30 for the school week, and for the weekends lights 
out is at 11:30. In the dorms we do our chores; my chore 
this week is washing dishes.      

What I’ve  learned at BRHS
by Sarah

 What  have learned so far is that being away from 
home for  this long is hard. I’m not there yet, I really 
hope to reach one semester. It may be short, but to me it’s 
a long time being here in Bethel. It is a big change for 
me.
        When I first came for this Ready (trades) Program 
the first couple days were hard. I really wanted to head 
home, but I pushed myself to stay. The experience so far 
is going great to the point that I really love being here. I 
enjoy being here because of new friends I have met. Also 
these classes like welding and woodshop, I thought that 
they would be hard, but I am enjoying them. The classes 
I’m taking are kind of awesome.
             Being at the dorms is not just going be easy 
having fun and all. They have rules--kind of strict rules 
and it isn’t always fun, but it’s best for homework time 
and making friends. I am looking forward for more 
experience being here.

Ready Academy Students
by Jessie Evan

Last month, the 13th of August, students arrived 
in Bethel from Toksook, Newtok, Napaskiak, Kwethluk, 
and other villages in  the LKSD School District. Then 
after a week, more students came in at the last minute 
because there were still available rooms.

Some students signed up for Health, Education, 
STEM, Trades, and Media. Students of the Ready 
Program decided to come for this opportunity for 
independence and to challenge themselves.

On the 31st of August, the students of Ready 
Program got to go home for moose hunting and to visit.

One student I asked said his experience with the 
STEM Ready Program is great and he also said, “The 
only difference is the Intro to Engineering, and my 
classes changed.” 

Sarah Lupie said, “I’m taking Trades.” Then I 
asked her how is her experience so far, she said it’s going 
well and is fun. She said she is taking Welding and 
Woodshop.

 A student in the Health program said that she is 
doing homework for the first time in highschool. 

 Joel Thomas said, “The Ready program was 
originally called RANSEP (Rural Alaska Native Science 
and Education Program) and was started by LKSD under 
the direction of Mr. Lindley about eight years ago.”

He  hopes that Ready provides new academic and 
social learning experiences for all participants so they are 
“Ready” to live independently in a college dorm, 
overcome homesickness, and to build new social skills 
while allowing students to remain connected to their 
home schools  (Ready is a one semester program and 
students can decide to return to their homeschool after 
one semester or to continue in Ready.)



 “I have the great honor 
of teaching in my hometown. 
As a first-year teacher, I have 
had to adapt to taking on a full 
load of classes— last year I only 
taught one class. I feel lucky to 
have been hired where I student-
taught, because I already know 
everyone and am more 
comfortable with the curriculum. 
I feel so much pride being able 
to teach in Bethel, because I know I’m making my family 
proud. Plus, I’ve wanted to be an English teacher since I 
was very young. I’m looking forward to making genuine 
connections with my students and becoming a better 
teacher”
-Sara Guinn (H.S. Language Arts)

Meet the new faces at BRHS
by Caleb Kim

      BRHS has a load of new teachers! They come from 
all around the country. Make sure to greet them and be 
friendly to these new Warriors.  Here are the questions I 
asked these awesome new teachers. 

● How'd you find out about Bethel?
● What is a major change you had to adapt to?
● What are you looking forward to in your first 

year at BRHS? 

 

“I found out 
about Bethel through my 
sister back in 2007. My 
younger brother and I 
then relocated to Bethel 
and attended BRHS fall 
of 2007.  A major change 
I had to adapt to were the 
high prices at the grocery
store. I would walk out 
of AC quick stop with 
two Lunchables and two 
beverages being 40 dollars poorer.  I look forward to 
getting to know the 
students better and helping them to find their focus in 
their lessons and in their everyday life. I also look 
forward to incorporating mindfulness into my classroom 
after I find my own balance. We can talk more about 
that soon!”
-Mary Thon (H.S. Science)

“I found out about Bethel from Indeed.com. I have had many 
changes to adapt to in Alaska. Here are a few in no particular order... 
Being without my husband and child, not having my car, not having 
Starbucks everyday, the fact that it is already cold and it is still summer, 
walking most places and the cost of groceries is shocking...oh and I still 
haven't tried salmon and I don't think I want to. My first year at BRHS I 
am looking forward to learning more about being an academic 
counselor! In the Lower 48 we focused more on students' 
social/emotional well-being which certainly had its own challenges.”
-Priscilla Dobson (Academic Counselor)

“I was looking for a 
position on the Alaska 
teacher job bank and applied 
for another position at LKSD. 
I was hired here, which 
actually turned out to be 
much better! The biggest 
change I’ve had to adapt to is 
not having a car to go 
everywhere. Hopefully this 
changes by winter! I am 
looking forward to 
establishing good 
relationships with students, 
parents, and the 
community.”-Hannah Smiley 
(Jr. High Science)

“I only heard about Bethel when I decided to work 
for LKSD. One of the changes for me was the long daylight, 
especially when I was working on the North Slope. I am 
looking forward to meeting lots of students here at BRHS. 
Quyana.” -Keith Carroll (Language Arts)



“I found out about 
Bethel by chance-- I was job 
searching and just happened 
to come across a job posting 
for LKSD. I knew my friend 
taught in the district a few 
years earlier, so I was inclined 
to apply! A major change I 
have adapted to already 
(at least in part) is the way the 
sun works out here. You take 
advantage of it whenever you 
can, which makes any "bad" 
weather way less threatening. I've gotten more wet and 
muddy here in the last four weeks than I think I have in 
the last four years!
I am really looking forward to engaging with the culture 
that lives at BRHS. It is often silent/quiet, but it is always 
there! I'm also excited about continuing to get to know 
my students, who are pretty rad so far!”
-Lindsay Coffta (Language Arts)

 “I found out about Bethel 
through a website called 'indeed.com'  
They were looking for teachers for LKSD 
so I applied. Last year I taught at Kwig. 
It's been weird not having a car. In Kwig, 
as I'm sure you know, there are no roads 
or cars- only boardwalks and walking 
around gets tricky in the winter. Here, I 
am taking cabs mostly. I think I will get a 
car soon though. I'm looking forward to 
getting to know my 8th graders. It's been 
a few years since I taught Jr. High. I 
forgot how much fun it can be!”
-Kathleen Tuckruskye (Jr.High Lang 
Arts)

“I worked in 
Emmonak before coming 
to Bethel.  I met teachers
who worked here who 
encouraged me to apply.  Also, teachers travel through 
Bethel often on my way 
to Anchorage. Last year 
was my first year in 
Alaska, so I had to adapt 
to all the obvious things: 
the cold, the long nights, 
and scarcity of certain 
resources.  I also needed 
to learn and still need to 
learn more about Yupik 
culture, history, and 
language. I am looking 
forward to getting to know the students outside my 
classes and sharing a little bit about myself.  I am a big 
believer in trying new places and things outside your 
comfort zone, so I am looking forward to all the new 
experiences here at BRHS.” 
-Daniel Conte (Jr. High Language Arts)

“Through Google search, searching for 
jobs in Alaska. Definitely the cold weather. Just 
getting adjusted to a larger class size.” -Clark 
Taylor (Construction Trades)

“I first heard about Bethel 
and LKSD on indeed while 
searching for a teaching position. 
A major change I had to adapt to 
is having water delivered. I look 
forward to helping with prom 
committee my first year here to 
make prom the best it can be for 
everyone.”
-Margaret Hannah (Art) 

“I learned about Bethel 
after first reading an article over a 
year ago about the Y-K Delta, and 
then looked specifically into Bethel 
after being contacted by Mr. Gill 
and LKSD. One major change that 
I am currently adapting to is that 
my family lives in Seattle; I am 
also used to the mountains. I look 
forward to learning more about the 
Yupik culture, and exploring the 
tundra.”
-Dan Sarlitto (Math)

http://indeed.com/


Moose Hunting 
by Nicolette Larson

At the beginning of the month (September 1st) 
moose hunting began. Students from around this area 
got a week off from school to go out hunting. There 
were people who went out camping or just on a day trip.

Every year in September, people who had bought 
a permit have a chance to go out moose hunting to 
provide some food for their families.

I asked a couple of people how they felt when 
they went out hunting. Stephen Maxie III said, “I feel so 
happy to go out hunting. Whether it's on a boat, 
snowmachine, fourwheeler. I just really enjoy it. I feel at 
ease, I don’t think much. I feel good for myself because 
I’m providing food for my family.” BRHS senior Jeremi 
Brink said, “I feel relieved, stress free and it’s like I’m 
in a happy place. When I catch it’s an awesome 
adrenaline feeling.”

I then asked them where they go out hunting 
since everyone goes to different places. Stephen said, 
“Usually, I hunt near Napaskiak Slough, but I hunt 
where I know that there are moose.” Jeremi said, “I go 
down river from Kasigluk or above Bethel at a place 
near Kasigluk.” I think that Moose hunting is super 
enjoyable and great. I hope that everyone who went out 
had a great time.

Jeremi Brink 
poses with her 
catch..  

The erosion in Newtok near Bering Inlet, 
Alaska.
by Erin Carl

        Many people have heard about the erosion in the 
village of Newtok. The plane ride from Newtok to Bethel 
is 40 minute ride by plane and it’s 97.6  miles from 
Bethel to Newtok. The community of Newtok is moving 
to Mertarvik in October of 2019 but some people are 
going to stay in Newtok for a year or two. 
        Men are still working in Mertarvik with other people 
from downstates. Ms. Andy said, “They’ll be done by 
either from October to December.” When I asked. Elders 
told the community of Newtok that they were trying to 
move somewhere else in the late 1990’s when the erosion 
began, but the land was further from the village. Years 
passed by and one of the Native Village Council chose 
the relocation to Mertarvik. In 2011, Moses and Marie 
Carl moved to Mertarvik and at that time there were just 
six houses. Now there are about twenty houses and the 
evacuation center building was complete last summer.

Above: Newtok, aerial view.  Below: Heading to Mertarvik by boat.  
Photos by Erin Carl.

Stephen Maxie 
III poses with 
his moose.  



Toksook Bay Blackberry Festival
by :Adriana Chimiugak

You might have heard of the Blackberry Festival, 

but do you know what really goes on? It’s not all about 

fiddling and dancing, It’s the little things hiding behind 

them.

When you travel to Toksook Bay for the 

Blackberry Festival, you stay at someone’s house and 

catch up with each others lives. And elders who can’t 

travel as much as they used to, you can go visit the and 

eat  over and have tea with them. 

And if you don’t know, they do contests from 

berry picking to Yup’ik Jeopardy. And of course they 

dance and whatnot, but when the adults are hyped up, 

you can even catch them make the crowd laugh.

“ It’s good to be with my family, and my friends 

make it fun, just by enjoying the company by my loved 

ones,” Joseph George said.

Tundra Festival in Chevak
by Nolan Charles and Joseph Papa George

    The tundra festival takes place in Chevak Alaska. 

Villagers travel over to Chevak every year in August to 

show their dancing and drumming. 

             Different villagers go every year when the tundra 

festival starts. Villagers have to invited by Chevak 

people. The tundra festival starts somewhere around 

August. Villagers, Chevak enjoy group of people dancing 

and drumming hearing different songs and learning new 

songs. People will go down to where they are dancing if 

they know songs from other groups. Logan Charles on 

how it feels to drum. “I feel the joy when I’m drumming. 

I have nothing in my mind when I am drumming.” The 

tundra festival lasts about like a week. It is different 

every year. It could be a week or it could be 3 days. 

          They take the festival at the community hall or at 

the school. It is different every year. Every year, they 

hold contests for all ages. They are different activities 

like bike racing for kids, kayak racing for teens and 

adults, and basketball contests for most ages. There is a 

lot of students that started dancing because in some 

villages, there is few elders that danced so they 

encouraged student to start dancing so they can keep their 

culture going. 

Right: Young dancers 
preparing to perform in 
Chevak.  Left:: elder 
dancer demonstrates her 
technique. Photos courtesy 
of Nolan Charles and 
Joseph George.



Poster courtesy of Mr. Ryan Saltzman, BRHS Athletic Director.

Above and below: BRHS students at a welcome back to school 
assembly led by student council on the 1st day of school.  Photos 
by Warrior Weekly Staff.


